
 
 

Maths at Gaskell Primary School  

 

Intent:  
To allow children to be resilient and inspired mathematicians who have the necessary tools to solve problems and communicate 

mathematically through concreate, pictorial and abstract strategies. 

 
Why do children at Gaskell Primary School need to study Maths? 

 
We want all pupils at Gaskell Primary School to experience the beauty, power and enjoyment of mathematics and develop a 

sense of curiosity about the subject with a clear understanding. By experiencing Maths, our children will understand how Maths 
can give them the thirst for knowledge about the world they live in. Wider life experiences are limited in our school context and 
Maths will give the children the chance have excellent knowledge of surviving in the real world of today. By learning about the 

place they live in, they will gain the knowledge and skills to see how diverse the world around them is. Children will have the 
opportunity to gain confidence in applying their knowledge into problems and show reasoning. Throughout their time at Gaskell, 
children will learn how to use money, read tables, and tell the time so that they can use and apply this outside of school life.   

 
What are the aims for the Maths Curriculum? 

• To be able to problem solve. 

• To be able show reasoning skills through written, verbal or practical activities. 
• To be able to explore, understand and use the correct mathematical vocabulary to communicate effectively. 

• To become fluent and confident with timestables. 
• To recognise concreate, pictorial and abstract strategies through learning. 
 

The National Curriculum for Maths aims to ensure that all pupils: 

• Become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics, including through varied and frequent practice with increasingly 
complex problems over time, so that pupils develop conceptual understanding and the ability to recall and apply 
knowledge rapidly and accurately. 
 



 
 

• Reason mathematically by following a line of enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and developing an 
argument, justification or proof using mathematical language. 

• Can solve problems by applying their mathematics to a variety of routine and no routine problems with increasing 
sophistication, including breaking down problems into a series of simpler steps and persevering in seeking solutions.  

 
What values and drivers underpin the current curriculum content?  

 
At Gaskell we have key values and drivers which support our children ‘to become successful citizens in today and 
tomorrow’s world’. In Maths we show: 
 
Happiness: In Maths, we motivate and ensure children are fully engaged and enjoy their lessons. We link to real life problems 

and also the interests of the children. Children will thrive on learning new things and new concepts in Maths to develop and 
expand their understanding of Maths. 
 

Empathy: We keep connected to the ever changing world and the issues we face locally, nationally and globally. Children are 
aware of others finding aspects challenging so we support each other in class.  
 

Ambition: We aspire to be prepared for our future roles in the community and working world with the use of skills that we have 
learnt and can apply in our world. 
 

Respect: We respect the equipment that we will be using to support our work. 
 
Resilience: We appreciate that some aspects of Maths can be challenging but we continue to work hard to improve our skills 

and our understanding. 
 
Tolerance: We respect that other people might have different views to ourselves as we live in a diverse community. In our 

classes, children make mistakes in Maths but we stick together and support each other. 
 



 
 

Self-confidence: We are actively engaged in Maths which helps us achieve our goals of problem solving and reasoning. 

 
In Maths we are: 
 

Healthy Pioneers: 
We are aware and enjoy our school environment so that we can explore Active Maths through different learning opportunities. 
Children will be given the experiences of learning Maths outside and will explore the positive impacts it has on their bodies both 

mentally and also physically. 
 
World Citizens:  

Our children will develop an understanding about how to survive in the world. Through learning about money, reading 
timetables, graphs and charts. Children will also be able to tell the time and explore scales as well as measurements so that they 
will recognise their role in today and tomorrow’s world. Children are encouraged to challenge themselves to gain high aspirations 

about what their future ‘world of work’ may look like. 
 
Avid Adventurers:  

We are passionate that children are excited about the real world. We believe that a curriculum rich in real life experiences 
develops confidence and resilience. We want them to know that life exists outside school, their home and local community. 

There is a world waiting to be explored. We will allow them to manage risk-taking by having lots of fun and experiencing a little 
danger. These learning experiences will ignite the imagination and advance their knowledge and understanding, taking into 
account their diverse starting points and enrich their experiences of life. 

 
Confident Communicators:  
In Maths, we will read and understand questions so that we can therefore make the correct choices when confidently applying 

our answers. This can be either through writing or verbally speaking using a rich vocabulary on how well we understand Maths. 
 
Creative Minds:  



 
 

Individuality and self-expression is promoted through Maths whilst developing resilience, resourcefulness and risk taking when 

faced with more challenging tasks. Creativity is encouraged in all areas. 
 
How are British Values taught through Maths? 

British values, including those of mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs are embedded in the 
Maths curriculum. We promote tolerance through different people’s ideas, creative responses and understanding of different 
cultures within Maths. Pupils are encouraged to question and explore whist Maths is studied. Maths in Britain is studied through 

the curriculum. Pupils have the opportunity to work independently and as a team to build resilience and self-belief through tasks, 
sharing ideas and resources, peer assessment and supporting each other. 

Maths Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Why has the specific content knowledge been selected? Why is it taught in the order that it is? 
 

The National Curriculum gives a broad coverage for Maths. This allows us to be selective as to when the units of work are 
taught. We have designed the Maths curriculum to ensure it is well-sequenced, has a clear progression and end point. Reading 
and vocabulary is at the heart of the Maths curriculum. We have a split the Maths curriculum into sections which runs through 

Gaskell to allow children to deepen their knowledge and understanding whilst giving plenty of opportunity for long term memory 
links.  
 

How are Maths lessons taught at Gaskell Primary School? 
 
Children are taught Mathematics for approximately 1 hour daily. Support is determined during each lesson to ensure secure 

understanding based on the needs of the child. Challenge is visible throughout the whole session, where children are asked to 
reason and prove their understanding at a deeper secure level. As a school we are following the National Curriculum statements, 
as well as using the White Rose Maths scheme for support with resources and assessments. As a school we are recapping on 

previous learning from Maths lessons or key learning areas such as number bonds, doubles, times tables, quick re-call division 
facts etc. Teachers are well prepared and resourced to use intervention sessions to immediately tackle misconceptions and 

consolidate learning if not understood. 
 



 
 

What is the impact? 

By the end of KS2 we aim for children to be fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics with a conceptual understanding and the 
ability to recall and apply knowledge rapidly and accurately. All pupils will have the skills to solve problems by applying their 
mathematics to a variety of situations with increasing confidence. Furthermore, pupils will leave Gaskell enthusiastic and keen to 

learn more about Maths as they start their new journey onto Key Stage 3 with an already broad knowledge of the subject.  

 


