Design Technology Handbook
“Design is not just what it looks like and feels like. Design is how it works.”
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Intent

To encourage imagination, creativity and enjoyment when making products that solve real and
relevant problems and to gain skills that they can take with them for life.

Implementation
Why has the specific content knowledge been selected?
The EYFS and National Curriculum provide a broad coverage of D.T for each key stage, with a major
focus on mastering practical skills such as cooking, sewing, and constructing: mastering designing,
evaluating, and improving skills: and taking inspiration from design through history. This allows us to
be selective of the content and skills we teach our children, consistently revisiting, revising, and
building upon previous skills and concepts taught; building on their linking memories.
Why is it taught in the order that it is?
We have designed the D.T curriculum to ensure it is well-sequenced, has a clear progression and end
point. Our aim is to create a spiral curriculum, where skills and knowledge are introduced, revisited,
then mastered over our pupils’ time at our school, creating “sticky knowledge”. The content of our
D.T lessons have been created to support our Historical and Geographical topics, not only providing
our pupils with the opportunities to deepen their topical knowledge and understanding, but to
encourage the development of skills which can be utilised in their everyday lives. This supports our
school aim to develop each of our pupils to become successful citizens in today and
tomorrow’s world.

How are D.T. lessons taught at Gaskell Primary School?
D.T lessons at Gaskell are intricately linked with its sister subject, Art. Here, we ensure there is a
strong focus on the continued development of our children's key skills and that the correct use of
vocabulary is being utilised as the children progress up through school. We provide many
opportunities which allow children to explore their creative and critical thinking sides, through
teamwork activities, discussions, and challenges. At Gaskell, we have termly DT competitions, which
encourages our children to use the skills and concepts they have been taught in the classroom at
home; giving them the confidence to take on the leading role in the task set.

Impact
We ensure that children at our school are equipped with the creative, problem solving and critical
thinking skills and knowledge they have gained, which will enable them to be ready to embrace the
challenges of the curriculum at Key Stage 3 level and for life as an adult in the wider world. We want
our children to have a passion for D.T. and to understand the potential careers they could enter as
they grow older. At the end of their time at Gaskell, we want our children to be able to understand,
analyse and evaluate how the world around them works and be respectful of others' opinions. We
want our children to embrace D.T so they have the confidence to know there is a world outside of
school which is waiting for them to explore.
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Curriculum Structure

Within this curriculum, Food, Textiles and Construction skills are developed and extended each year.
Each year builds on previous years’ skills to enable children to build up essential D.T skills to be used
throughout their time at school.
Every half term probably Week 4 the class teacher decides which day will be `D.T. Day’. During the
`D.T. Day’ the class will make their product after having been introduced during the previous 3
weeks, to new vocabulary and given opportunities to Explore and Design their ideas.
Please refer to the D.T. Subject Overview.
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D.T.Overview

The content of our D.T lessons have been created to support our History and Geography topics.
Year 1 created an Arctic
scene using a running stitch
whilst exploring textiles.

Year 2 made a Seaside
sandwich linked to their seaside
topic
Year 5 baked Soldier biscuits
linked to their topic on WW1
and made their own boxes to
put them in.
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Planning
For each D.T. topic, teachers will plan using the Explore Design Make and Evaluate process. The
Skills Vocabulary is introduced and continually repeated throughout the topic to ensure the words are
embedded and remembered. Weekly reviews of the vocabulary before each new D.T. lesson will
ensure that children are constantly recapping the words and their meaning. This leads to ‘sticky
knowledge’ of new vocabulary so that children are aware of their objectives and skills for that half
term.
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Assessment
Building a picture of what children know, understand and can do in each D.T. unit is essential for
moving their learning forward. The knowledge, understanding and skills specified in the D.T.
objectives will form the basis of discussions with children and inform my observations. The
information gathered during each unit about the performance of individual children and groups will
enable me to provide carefully tailored feedback, questioning, explanation and support, according to
their needs. When each unit has been completed, teacher assessments (0, 1 and 2) are updated on
to the termly Insight tracking tool. Evidence of final pieces of work will be posted on Seesaw to
share with other staff and parents.
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