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Intent

At Gaskell, we aim to unite all the elements of the English 

language, including speaking and listening, spelling, grammar 

and punctuation, to encourage confident, competent and 
creative writers and to inspire a love of writing.

Writing is a fundamental, intrinsic part of our lives. 

Our children are constantly making connections 

about the world around them, asking questions, 

forming their own thoughts and opinions, sorting 

and classifying details and experiences as they 

grow, and writing gives them the tools they need to 

transform what they think and know into words. 

At Gaskell, our children communicate in many 

different ways, means and languages. Writing is a 

natural extension of speech, and vital for aiding and 

honing communication skills in order to become 

confident individuals.



Implementation

Why has the specific content knowledge been selected? Why is it 

taught in the order that it is?

The National Curriculum gives a broad coverage for Writing. This allows us to be selective as to when the 

units of work are taught. We have designed the Writing curriculum to ensure it is well-sequenced, has a 

clear progression and end point. Reading and vocabulary is at the heart of the Writing curriculum. We 

have made cross curricular links with other aspects of the curriculum such as topic, which run through the 

writing curriculum to allow children to deepen their knowledge and understanding whilst giving plenty of 

opportunity for long term memory links. 

How are Writing lessons taught at Gaskell Primary School?

Writing is taught in three immersive phases to make most of spoken and written language.

Vocab is taught explicitly with high expectations for knowledge with three new words a week containing 

cross curricular links

Spelling is taught separately 2 times a week to encourage deep knowledge.

Writing opportunities are encouraged in all subjects throughout the curriculum.

Impact

All children at Gaskell become confident writers by using the tools which 

are given to them in order to write independently and fluently. Children at 

Gaskell will love writing and use it as a medium to express themselves, 

their thoughts, feelings and ideas. Children will have an innate passion for 

writing.



The Three I’s

Curriculum Structure

Our home-grown curriculum Getting it WRITE @ Gaskell 
ensures that children are immersed in writing through an 
abundance of diverse text types and genres. Children will explore 
them in a magnitude of ways, using The Three I’s.

English lessons should always begin with a hook in order to draw the children in and make them 

excited about what they are going to learn. At this stage, teaching involves lots of oral retelling of a 

story or nonfiction text. Children learn to imitate the text through speaking and listening work, e.g. 

hot seating the character, retelling different parts, interviewing the character in order to immerse 

themselves in the text. Children will also learn about the purpose, audience, language and layout 

for the writing they are exploring, and completed lots of text marking in order to understand the 

features the author has used.

The innovation stage is the lengthiest part of the writing process. Children now begin to 

delve into the types of features the author has used in their text. This is where reading skills 

and grammar skills are taught explicitly in order to help children gain a complete 

understanding about how each compartment affects the writing piece as a whole. After 

exploring these skills, a plan will be drawn up together with the teacher, and then a 

modelled, guided piece of writing completed in the children’s writing books. Children will 

then be taught to edit their work in a dedicated editing lesson where they are taught the 

skills of editing certain aspects of their writing, and redrafting to create a final piece.

In the final stage, children are then given independence over their work. Using a different 

stimulus still related to the text and genre they have been studying, children will plan, 

write, edit and redraft their own pieces independent of teacher support. Using the skills 

they have studied in the earlier phases, children should now be confident in their approach 

to the text type they are completing.



Curriculum Structure

The processes within the different stages are broken down further 
in the Structure of a Unit document, in which each small step is 

presented in accordance to its stage.



Using the PALL

At Gaskell, we follow the notion that there are 4 purposes to writing: Entertain, 
Inform, Persuade and Discuss. These 4 purposes inform our approach to 

classifying and understanding a text’s features.

Text types are sequenced through each year group, building on the previous 
year’s teachings which encourages our children to apply knowledge they have 

already learned, and build on it further with new teachings.

Text types are taught both in English lessons , Topic and Science lessons in 
order to allow children to practise and hone their writing skills through a range 

of different opportunities. 



PALL Documents

After selecting the text type, PALL documents should be referred to in 
order to structure the planning of a unit of work. 

The PALL documents signpost which aspects of the text should be taught 
in order for children to succeed in writing their own texts.



Sentence Types

To ensure children have a range of 
different sentences within their writing, we 
follow a sentence progression inspired by 

Alan Peat Sentence Types. Various 
aspects of grammar and sentence 

structure are built on through each year 
group, allowing children to embed and 

develop their knowledge from the previous 
year.



Planning

English Planning is completed on a termly basis. Each plan 
details a unit around a stimulus (book/video/text) and the end 

point in order to assess writing. 
Planning completed follows the Rosenshine principles in order 

to ensure a deep understanding by embedding knowledge 
through revisiting what has been taught previously.

In their planning, teachers also 
consider the appropriate grammar, 

spelling, punctuation and 
sentence types to be taught, as well 

as the PALL for writing.



Books

Within our English and Writing books, each lesson is categorised and outlined 
with a banner in order to help the children identify which aspect of their writing 
they are working on. These are colour coded to each phase of The 3 I’s.

Titles

At Gaskell, we use three books to support our learning within English 
lessons. These include:

• English book for reading and writing skills
• Writing book for modelled and independent 

writes, editing and redrafting
• A Jotter for “magpied” ideas and vocabulary for 

the children to use at their discretion.



Other Aspects of Writing

Vocabulary

Selected vocabulary is introduced through two “brick” words and introduced at the point of teaching. The 
word class, etymology and origin of these words are explored as a class, and then the bricks are added to 
the English working wall in order to use within practice. The teaching of vocabulary at Gaskell includes:

- NO stand alone vocab lesson – vocab should be introduced at the start of the lesson if it is a high 
frequency word, or at the point of teaching if embedded in the text.

- Vocabulary bricks should be displayed in the classroom that is easily visible and accessible to the 
children

- Vocab should be referred to constantly – this should be modelled by the teacher in order for the 
children to understand how to use them.

Spelling

At Gaskell we follow the No Nonsense Spelling scheme. This is supported further by Read, Write, Ink!
phonics in Key Stage 1, which is also taught throughout Key Stage 2 in targeted spelling interventions. 
Spelling at Gaskell includes:

- Specialised Spelling lessons in Key Stage 1
- x2 spelling lessons a week in Key Stage 2, which are 30 minutes each.
- 1st lesson – Teaching the letter string and content.
- 2nd lesson – Spelling games and activities for the children to practise from the previous day.
- Spellings that children are unsure of during their English lessons are underlined in blue pen and checked 

with a dictionary.

Dictation

A 15 minute lesson where a short paragraph is to be read out by the teacher for children to practise 
punctuation and spellings of the week. 



Assessment

At Gaskell, we do not believe that cold writes are 
indicative of a child’s writing ability.

Writing should be assessed constantly on a rolling basis, 
as children should be made aware of strengths and 

improvements that could be made within their writing in 
order to edit and redraft. This is outlined within the 

Feedback for Learners policy.

Termly, writing should be assessed against the criteria on 
INSIGHT.


