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Gaskell Community Primary School   

History Vocabulary Progression  

YEAR 
GROUP 

Term/Topic 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

EYFS 
Marvellous Me 
family names, 
familiar names, 

staff names, 
friend’s names 

Come Outside 
today, yesterday, a long time 

ago, 
Bonfire Night 

Healthy Pioneers 
old, new, first, next, 
today, a long time 

ago, change(s) 

Let’s Grow 
changes, old, new, first, 

next, after, order 

Amazing Animals 
changes 

World Citizens 
changes, yesterday, last 
week, last year, memory, 

order, significant past 
tense vocabulary 

Jobs 

 
1 

 The Victorians 
A long time ago, recently, 
when my parent/carers 
were children, years, 
centuries, decades 

Monarch, legacy, museum, 
handmade, empire, era, 
poverty, law, conditions, 
Victorian, reign, impact 

 

 Florence Nightingale 
A long time ago, recently, 
when my parent/carers 
were children, years, 
centuries, decades 
Chronology, legacy, 

health, 
Hospital, hygiene, 

infection, 
medicine, past, patient, 

present, Royal Red Cross, 
significant 

 Great Fire of London 
A long time ago, recently, 
when my parent/carers 
were children, years, 
centuries, decades 

Bakery, diary, evidence, 
eye witness, firebreak, fire 
hooks, flammable, history, 
River Thames, source of 
fire, St Paul’s Cathedral, 

thatched roof 
 

 
2 

 Travel & Transport 
Recent, years, century, 
decades, travel, explore, 

future, past, present   
Carriage, travel, transport, 
steam engine, electric cars, 

petrol, railway, motor, 
inventor, locomotive, 

decade, century 

 Christopher Columbus 
years, centuries, decades, 

nation, civilisation 

explorer, civilisations, 
centuries, disease, 

legacy, colonised, tribe, 
slavery, voyage, 
discovery, trade, 

navigator  
 

 Neil Armstrong 
Recent, years, century, 
decades, nation, travel, 

explore 
Commander, 

achievements, 
breakthrough, plaque, 
exploration, astronaut, 

mission, engineer, 
explorer, pilot, space, 

legacy 

 
3 

 Stone Age to Iron Age 
BC/AD, chronology, 

civilisation, era, change, 
source, historical source 

Prehistoric, archaeologist, 
artefact, evidence, migration, 

tribe, hunter-gatherer, 
survival, develop, 

technology, civilisation, 
settlement 

 

 Ancient Egypt 
BC/AD, chronology, 

civilisation, era, change, 
source, historical source 
  Afterlife, Canopic jar, 

cartouche, dynasty, 
hieroglyphics, 

mummification, papyrus, 
pharaoh, pyramid, 
sarcophagus, tomb, 

irrigation 

 
 

Ancient Greeks 
BC/AD, chronology, 

civilisation, era, change, 
source, historical source, 

ancient, democracy 
Civilisation, Olympics, 

Parthenon 
Acropolis, tunic, empire, 

truce, ancient, Zeus, 
Chiton, legacies, 

democracy 
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4 

 Mayan Civilisation 
BC/AD, chronology, 

civilisation, era, change, 
source, historical source, 

ancient 
Civilisation, drought, maize, 

scribes, jaguar, ritual, 
settlement, codices, 

artefacts, cacao, 
hieroglyphs, monument 

 

 The Romans 
BC/AD, chronology, 

invasion, era, change, 
medieval, culture, empire, 

source 
Celts, citizen, conquest, 
emperor, empire, legion, 
rebellion, Roman Empire, 
tribe, mosaic, invade, villa 

 Anglo Saxons & Scots 
BC/AD, chronology, 

invasion, era, change, 
medieval, culture  

Angles, Saxons, Scots, 
Picts, Romans, Pagan, 
Christianity, kingdom, 
invader, raid, tribe, 

settlement 

 
5 

 The Vikings & Anglo 
Saxons 

Era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, reliable, analyse, 
hypothesis  

Danegeld, exile, invade, 
kingdom, longship, 

outlawed, 
Pagans, pillaged, raid, 

Wergild, 
Viking, Norse 

 The Changing Power of 
Monarchs 

Era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, reliable, primary/ 
secondary source,  

hypothesis 
Monarchy, reign, heir, 

throne, government, taxes, 
revolt, rebellion, 

parliament, puritans, 
Cavaliers, Roundheads, 

 

 The Bolton Massacre 
Era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, reliable, bias, 

primary/ secondary source,  
hypothesis 

civil war, parliament, 
Cavaliers, Roundheads, 
massacre, propaganda, 

bias, puritan, 
parliamentarians, royalists, 

execution, treason 

 
6 

 World War 1 
era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, time period, 
propaganda, bias 

Propaganda, conditions, 
destruction, armistice, 
alliance, assassination, 

invaded, treaties, patriotic, 
nation, empire, bias 

 WW2 – Battle of Britain 
era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, time period, 
propaganda, bias, 

hypothesis 
Allies, Axis, evacuation, 
blitz, rationing, blackout, 

propaganda, active service, 
air raid, industrial, 

Luftwaffe, Nazi Party 

 WW2 – On the Front 
Line 

era, chronology, continuity, 
change, century, decade, 

legacy, time period, 
propaganda, bias, 

hypothesis 
Annexe, anti-Semitic, atom 
bomb, concentration camp, 
dictator, frontline, führer, 
holocaust, nationalist, Nazi 

Party, genocide, 
persecution 

 


